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Things to know before becoming a foster: 

 

1.  How do I know what animals need my help? 

a. They all need your help.  For each animal fostered out more room is created at the shelter.  

You’re not just saving the animal you’re fostering but also the one who would have had to 

“leave” the shelter to make more room. 

 

2. What do I need to do to start fostering for WSAL? 

a. Contact us at westsideanimals@gmail.com  

b. Join WSAL’s MEETUP Group http://www.meetup.com/West-Side-Pet-Adoption-Meetup-

Group/  

c. Complete the WSAL Foster Application and Volunteer form and email to 

westsideanimals@gmail.com  

d. Complete the Maddie’s Fund Training (see Q11 for details) 

e. If possible, come by and attend an adoption event, meet the other volunteers, and find out what 

being a volunteer and foster is about firsthand.  This will be a valuable tool to you in your 

upcoming adventure. 

f. Understand that this is a commitment until the pet is adopted.  We may be able to “trade” 

if a specific pet is not the right fit for your household, but space is limited and we do intake 

based on the commitment made by the foster families to continue fostering until adoption. 

g. If you are bringing an animal, you already have in your possession into the group (something 

you rescued, a stray, a personal pet), THAT HAS BEEN APPROVED by the Board for intake, 

you will need to provide the following items BEFORE the animal will be posted or be officially 

added to the organization.  This includes animals we tagged for you at the shelter that you picked 

up or that were transported to you by someone other than a board member.  Please be sure to 

request them from the transporter or make sure arrangements have been made and follow up to 

ensure records were received. 

1) Medical records.  If a personal pet this is required.  If it is a stray, we need anything 

you may have, vaccination records, etc.  You may keep the original to provide to the 

adopter, but we need a copy and if you lose the rabies tag, we will need to get a new 

tag ($5.00)  

2) If it is an animal, you pulled/adopted from a shelter we must have a copy of the 

shelter records. 

3) Pictures and bio must be sent. 

**If monthly updates are not received or no events are attended for two consecutive months, without 

contact initiated by the foster, the animal will be removed from the active list and pulled from the 

posting sites.  After 3 months the animal will be archived and dropped from the group.  We will release 

the animal to you, and you will become the owner/responsible party.  If the animal was a foster that 

WSAL covered medical or expenses for you will be liable for adoption fees.  We do understand that 

things come up and that everyone is busy sometimes.  We just need you to check in.  We are committed 

to helping you place these animals but need your help to do so.  This is a commitment and does take 

effort on your part.   

 

3. How do I get a foster pet? 
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a. We will send out emails with animals that we would like to bring into the group if a foster can be 

located for them or with fosters already within the group that need to be relocated.  Please sign 

up for our Meet-up group to be added to these distributions.  http://www.meetup.com/West-Side-

Pet-Adoption-Meetup-Group/.  Most animals sent out on these emails are very urgent so please 

respond ASAP if you are interested in fostering one.   

b. We will also use Facebook to circulate animals in need of foster.  Text or PM us if you are 

interested in one that is posted. 

c. If there is an animal in the shelter that you would like to foster you can contact us at 

westsideanimals@gmail.com with the information on the animal (name, breed, pet ID etc.) and 

the shelter contact information.  Please contact us and not the shelter directly, only board 

members are approved to tag animals.  We will contact the shelter and determine if the animal 

can be brought into the League.  If approved, we will tag the animal and make arrangements with 

you to pick up the animal.  Please understand that there are times we simply cannot pull 

additional animals even with a foster offer.  We want to save as many as possible but have to 

make sure resources are available to do so responsibly.  

d. All animals must be approved by a Board member prior to becoming a WSAL foster.  If you find 

a stray, have a personal pet you wish to rehome (you must agree to foster until placed), are 

contacted by a third party, etc., you will need to send an email that includes: 

1. Pet information 

2. Pictures 

3. Reason for request to rehome. 

4. Any known medical status (vaccinations, altered, illness) 

5. Your contact info and/or the person in possession of the animal 

We may require a meet and greet and other information before bringing it in to the group.  Some 

animals may not be admitted to the group if we do not have the resources to accept them or assist 

them.  This could be monetary or related to behavior etc.   

4. What are my responsibilities to my foster pet? 

a. Provide a safe, warm, secure environment where the animal can feel love and hope as it learns to 

socially interact as part of a family. 

b. Keep track of vaccination dates, dates of HW preventative, flea and tick preventative etc.  This 

will be for dates given and future dates due.  If you do not have supplies, please contact us at 

least a week ahead of any due dates to make arrangements. 

c. Bring the pet to at least one adoption event a month or attend meet and greets outside of events. 

 

5. What will my responsibilities to WSAL be: 

a. Immediately after acquiring your foster send an email to westsideaniamls@gmail.com that 

includes 

1. Email Subject Line – Animal Name- Breed- Your Name- Shelter pulled from (if 

applicable or put stray etc.) 

2. Your contact information (yes, we already have this on file but including it in the email 

makes them easier to sort and access) 

3. Animal age 

4. Sex  

5. Approx. size/weight 

6. Medical status – altered, vaccinations, wormed, etc. 

http://www.meetup.com/West-Side-Pet-Adoption-Meetup-Group/
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7. Where they came from  

8. Brief background if available 

9. First impressions on temperament or needs. 

10. PICTURES!!  

b. Upload pics and bios to the WSAL Google Drive (provided after you become a foster).  Only 

those loaded into the drive will be featured in social media posts. 

c. Provide updates on your foster's progress at least 1 time per month to 

westsideanimals@gmail.com or the Foster Coordinator. 

d. Coordinate with WSAL to meet potential adopters.  We know everyone has busy lives but if we 

can’t get in contact with you someone can miss their new fur-ever home! 

e. Keep in contact.  Remember you are responsible for one foster pet (possibly more).  We are 

responsible for up to 100 foster pets including our personal fosters and are volunteers just like 

you. 

 

6. What animals are a good fit for my family and my home? 

a. Talk to other volunteers and fosters. 

b. Keep some things in mind 

1. Some dogs are very mellow and would be fine inside lying around all day with a short 

walk now and then.  Others will be bouncing off all four walls and possibly your ceiling 

if they don’t have a fenced yard to play in.  (I still have paw marks on my ceiling fan!!) 

2. Puppies that aren’t housetrained and youngsters who will put anything and everything 

in their mouth may not be a good combination. 

3. Any dog that has shown even a potential for aggression will only be fostered under 

special circumstances with full disclosure.  HOWEVER, be aware though that all dogs 

have teeth and claws and any interaction between children and your foster needs to be 

supervised.  Usually no harm is meant, but these animals haven’t always gotten a lot of 

attention and they get really excited or even really scared when someone gives them 

some.  They may jump up or play too rough.  This is one of the reasons they need to 

interact with people and learn manners. 

4. More often than not these critters love people.  Not all of them are thrilled with other 

animals though.  Always be careful about interaction with other animals if you already 

have pets at home. 

5. If your foster is not good with other pets in the household, we will look to see if a 

“trade” can be done or will supply resources to keep the animals separated.  It is never 

the ideal scenario, or convenient, but it is possible and often the only viable option (see 

item 27). 

 

7. Are the animals vaccinated and healthy? 

a. We try to ensure all animals are vaccinated when they come in or make arrangements to have 

them vaccinated ASAP.  This does not always include rabies, since those must be administered 

by a veterinarian.  Rabies will be received at the time of spay/neuter, when the animal is at least 

4 months old, or as available.    

b. We can provide dewormer as needed (and it’s usually needed!).   

mailto:westsideanimals@gmail.com
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c. Generally, if an animal is sick, it will not be sent to most foster situations.  Sometimes symptoms 

will not appear until they’ve already gone home with someone though.  Please make sure your 

personal animals are up to date on their vaccinations. 

d. If you are fostering and need dewormer, vaccinations, HW meds etc. you must contact us ahead 

of time and we will normally bring items to the next event where you can pick up or where the 

pet can be vaccinated. 

e. All medications/medical info must be documented and tracked (you can use the Vaccination Log for 

Fosters).  Text Carol at 817-371-0394 with the animal’s name and what med/vaccine/procedure was 

completed. You can text pictures of the records/vial etc.  You can mail the records to West Side 

Animal League - ATTN Medical PO BOX 150673 Fort Worth 76108.  If it cannot be mailed it must 

be brought to the next event. 

 

8. How long will I be keeping this animal? 

a. While we hope to find a new home for your foster in a matter of days, please be prepared to keep 

them as long as necessary, including months or years in some cases. 

 

9. How will people know my foster is up for adoption if he’s not at a shelter? 

a. We have volunteers who post on Adopt-A-Pet, Pet Finder, and many other locations.  We hold 

adoptions monthly most of the year.  The more exposure these guys get the better so you can 

post on your Facebook or post flyers at pet friendly locations, network your foster!  There are 

only a few restrictions such as no posting on craigslist, buy/sell/trade sites etc. without pre-

approval. 

 

10. Will people contact me directly about the animal or will they contact the League? 

a. This is your choice.  Normally they will contact the League and we will contact you.  The 

process moves quicker if potential adopters can speak to you directly for information on the 

animals.  If it makes you uncomfortable let us know and we will make the initial contact.  New 

foster families should arrange to meet adopters at the next scheduled event.  This lets you see 

how we interact with potential adopters and gain experience. 

 

I have a foster…NOW WHAT?!?: 

 

11. All fosters and event volunteers are required to take training through Maddie’s Fund.  This is 

required by our insurance carrier.  It is a great resource with tons of information.  Most videos are under 

5 minutes. 

a. Required Training – Enrollment required. 

1. https://university.maddiesfund.org/products/shelter-and-rescue-training-canine 

2. https://university.maddiesfund.org/products/shelter-and-rescue-training-feline  

b. General Training site https://university.maddiesfund.org/ - most topics are covered, if you have 

an issue, check here first!  It includes everything from potty training to introductions etc. 

 

12. What will my foster baby need at home? 

a. All the things you would provide for a family pet, food, water, a fence (or an area to walk 

frequently), love.  Toys are usually a good idea if you do not have other pets at home.  They may 

https://university.maddiesfund.org/products/shelter-and-rescue-training-canine
https://university.maddiesfund.org/products/shelter-and-rescue-training-feline
https://university.maddiesfund.org/
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look for things to chew on if they get lonely.  By the same fact if you have others at home toys 

can sometimes cause fights over who the toy belongs to. 

 

13. Can I give them a bath? 

a. By all means.  If you think you can do it, go for it! 

 

14. Can they be around my other animals? 

a. This is a tricky one.  For adoptions the recommendation is to keep them quarantined for 10-14 

days…but let’s face it, not real practical.   

b. You do need to realize these animals have not been screened for health issues.  We do not 

generally allow visibly sick animals to be fostered without taking precautions but sometimes 

things don’t show up right away.  ALWAYS make sure your personal animals are current on 

their vaccinations, including Bordetella. 

c. Be cautious when doing introductions.  If you do not have experience introducing animals and 

need help let us know. 

d. Do not leave them alone together until there is an established history of them getting along.  

Even then we do not recommend leaving different species alone. 

e. Even if everyone is getting along, always remain cautious, especially during feeding time etc. 

 

15. What kind of food is recommended? 

a. Bland is usually best.  The shelter uses many kinds of food so feel free to ask what they are 

currently feeding and stick with that when feasible.  Be aware…often changing their diet can 

have some messy results. 

b. We often have food available and can provide it if needed.   

 

16. What if my foster doesn’t seem to like me? 

a. Give them a little while and don’t take it personally.  These critters have been through some 

traumatic things in the last few days.  They lost their people, they got locked in a cage in this 

loud, noisy…sometimes stinky…place where they didn’t know anyone.  Can you blame them for 

being a little skittish.  They’ll come around when they realize they can trust you. 

b. If they show any actual aggression towards you, please let us know immediately.  

 

17. My foster seems bored, what can I do? 

a. Play with them and make sure they have something to play with.  If you don’t give 

them something to do, they’ll find something to play with and it won’t always be 

good. 

b. Consider taking another foster of a similar size, age, and temperament.  Sometimes 

two puppies are easier than one because they entertain each other (and wear each 

other out!) 

 

18. Someone called wanting to adopt but they made me uncomfortable, what now? 

a. Call and discuss it with a Board member.  Fosters have a lot of say in who gets to adopt.  If you really 

don’t feel right about it, we will back you up.  We generally recommend on the first contact to let them 

know others have also contacted you and you would like to get their information and if the animal is 
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still available you will contact them.   This gives you a graceful way to back out if you feel it is not the 

right fit. 

 

19. I have a family that wants to adopt!!!  Now what do I do???? 

a. Make arrangements to meet them.  You can do this at an adoption event (suggested for new 

fosters, see What to Expect at Events at the end of FAQ) or anywhere in public.  Contact us if 

you are not comfortable going alone.  We never recommend giving a potential adopter your 

home address or meeting them at your home.   

b. If something seems off, let us know.   

1.  We will start by talking to them and seeing if there is a legitimate concern.  If need be, 

we will explain why we cannot adopt the specific animal to them and even if we cannot 

adopt any animal to them. 

2. As the foster, you have the last say in who adopts your pet.  We may recommend 

another pet or offer to look for a better fit for them.  We have experience with these 

conversations and prefer fosters do not handle these conversations. 

a) Individuals may be offended or even confrontational. 

b) You cannot discriminate because of a protected class and sometimes things need 

to be handled delicately to avoid any misunderstanding or impropriety.   

***If we determine that a foster parent is using discriminatory criteria for 

denying an adoption, we will honor the decision for the time being but will also 

terminate the relationship with the foster.  In some circumstances we will permit 

the foster to adopt the animal and/or we will remove any active animals from 

their care.   

c) If the concerns are because of ability to financially care for a pet, we will evaluate 

and, in some circumstances, will offer additional support to a potential adopter if 

we feel they can provide a suitable home in every other way.  Only a board 

member can approve this type of exception or assistance. 

c. Always be honest with potential adopters.  If you are not honest: 

1. You will likely get the pet back (usually at the most inconvenient time) 

2. In some circumstances, you can create a liability issue for the organization.  A bad 

incident could shut us down.   

3. Dishonesty can harm the organization’s public image and be detrimental to our ability 

to help more animals.   

4. Our contract states we are providing the information we know but does say there are no 

guarantees as we are not familiar with the pet’s history prior to us having them and they 

are animals and can act unpredictably but we have a responsibility to divulge anything 

we do know.  This is especially important when it can cause safety issues. 

a) You can gently put some things, “needs work on housetraining” is ok, but if the 

dog ate all your couch cushions you can’t say “not really a chewer.” 

b) Any information on a bite or aggression history must be fully divulged, there will 

be no mitigating or excuses.  You can fully explain the circumstances and allow 

them to make an informed decision.  Was it an isolated incident (ex.  specific 

personality conflict with one animal but good with the others in the home) or a 

pattern of behavior (tries to get every cat it sees); Did someone get bitten by 

putting their hand in the middle of a fight or did the dog intentionally bite/initiate. 
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***We normally will not adopt a dog that has a bite history, has shown any 

human aggression, or extreme animal aggression, but there are exceptions.  The 

foster may be offered the choice of adopting but additional waivers must be 

completed.  A chihuahua who’s snippy around kids is different than a 90lb 

shepherd who will jump a privacy fence to attack another dog.  Humane 

euthanasia is required in some circumstances.   

d. After they have completed the paperwork…and paid…they get to take their new fur-ever friend 

home and you’re ready to take another foster! 

1. BE SURE THE ENTIRE APPLICATION IS COMPLETE AND LEGIBLE! 

2. Be sure to ask if they are ok being contacted by insurance and microchip company.  

Adoptions come with 30 days of insurance and microchip registration, but they have to 

consent to receive notices (it’s only a couple of emails). 

3. You will be responsible for taking the pet back into your care if the placement doesn’t 

work out.  We want to make sure it is the right fit for everyone and sometimes it just 

isn’t. 

4. We do recommend waiting a couple of weeks or taking a foster who you feel will get 

along with your previous foster just in case they are returned. 

e. Payment can be made by 

1. Check, payable to WSAL. 

2. Cash 

3. Online at https://westsideanimalleague.org/how-to-help/donate  (Go to 

www.westsideanimalleague.org and hit How to Help and then the Donate option). 

f. Always ask if you can get happy tail pics!   

1. Most say yes but be sure to ask.   

2. If they say yes, be sure to ask if they can be published online.  This is especially 

necessary if children are part of the new family.  We will honor their request if they 

just want shared internally. 

g. Please take photos of the application and text to 817-371-0394 or email to 

westsideanimals@gmail.com within 24 hours of adoption.  Send in the original application 

(within 7 days of the adoption) to West Side Animal League – ATTN: Adoptions PO BOX 

150673 Fort Worth 76108.  If they paid in cash, you can write a check, exchange for a cashier’s 

check, or deposit and pay online through the league donate button on our website.  Until the 

adoption fee is received by the League you are responsible for the amount. 

 

 

What can… and often will go wrong:  Please note: not all of these things will happen, hopefully, but you 

need to know just in case! 

.  

20. My new foster has worms! 

a. Let us know and we can provide some dewormer.  Many dogs, especially puppies, will have 

worms.  You give the dewormer for five days and often again for five days 2 weeks later.  They 

will have worms in their poo for a day or so after.  Be aware…it gets messy for a little while not 

too long after they take the dewormer so be prepared. 

 

21. My new foster has fleas! 

https://westsideanimalleague.org/how-to-help/donate
http://www.westsideanimalleague.org/
mailto:westsideanimals@gmail.com
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a. If they are old enough use a flea and tick shampoo, the drops that go down their back, spray or 

for a one-time fix use CapStar (it only kills the ones on them right then, does not protect any time 

after that).  If you do administer any type of medicated spray, drop etc. you must keep a record of 

when and what.  We don’t want anybody to overdose.  Pups and kittens who are too young for 

anything else you can bathe them in Dawn dish soap…just keep it out of their eyes! 

 

22. My foster doesn’t want to go to sleep! 

a. Don’t let them be too lazy in the evening.  They need to get their energy out and make sure they 

go potty before bedtime.  For younger pups sometimes white noise and something warm to lay 

with helps.  Stuffed animals from goodwill make good surrogates.  Be sure not to get ones that 

have plastic eyes or other choking hazards. 

 

23. My foster ate my new shoes! 

a. This can and does happen.  Unfortunately, WSAL cannot reimburse for destruction of property 

or any of the costs incurred while a foster is in your care.  It is a big responsibility but also a 

rewarding one. 

b. Always keep shoes, electrical cords, etc. put up and out of reach. 

 

24. I think my foster is sick, what do I do? 

a. Please contact a Board member or Foster Coordinator/POC as soon as possible. 

b. We can provide limited medical care but all veterinary visits etc. must be pre-approved.  If you 

do not receive pre-approval, you will be liable for any expense incurred. 

c. Any visits after 6pm cost more.  If your animal is sick in the morning, please contact us then and 

don’t wait and see.  Often once you have talked to us, we may recommend holding off but please 

let us know when you begin to notice symptoms or if anything changes. 

 

25. Will my foster be housetrained? 

a. Most aren’t.  That’s one of the great things about these animals going to foster care, they usually 

get a head start on training and this is a selling point for adopters.  You’re kinda getting the short 

end of the stick on this one…Family Dollar does sell latex gloves!   

 

26. My foster got loose and ran off, what should I do?!? 

a. This can and does happen regardless of any measures you take to prevent it sometimes.  Always 

use common sense and realize the reason many of the animals ended up in the shelter was 

because they had run off before.  WSAL provides tags that have the League contact information 

that all foster’s should wear on their collar.  Contact your Foster Coordinator/POC as soon as 

possible.  We can help get pics and flyers for you to hang up in the neighborhood. 

b. Drive around and look, check with neighbors and local shelters, post flyers. 

c. Let us know if your foster is jumping the fence or digging under etc. and we can help with 

suggestions.  We’ve all been there at some point. 

 

IMPORTANT STUFF WE HATE TO TALK ABOUT… BUT YOU NEED TO KNOW! 

 

27. What if the foster doesn’t like my other pet (or my dog doesn’t like the foster!)? 
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a. If you see tension between the animals, keep them apart.  Never throw a new foster in with 

multiple animals.  Give everyone some time to decompress and get used to each other’s smells 

etc. 

b. Even if they seem to be doing fine, leave the leashes on (tuck into collar if needed).  This gives 

you something to grab if things take a turn. 

c. It is not easy to have a foster that needs to be an only pet, but it happens.  Foster families with no 

other pets rarely come along, so you will be responsible for figuring it out (with some help from 

us!).  It is inconvenient but animals can be crated, rotated, etc. and while they may not get as 

much attention as you would like to give them, it can work and it is better than their alternatives.  

We can help with kennels etc. 

d. Dogs, even those that have been friends for years, can still get upset with each other and fights 

can happen.  AGAIN, if you sense tension don’t assume “they’ll work it out”.  Sometimes they 

will, but it can go sideways also. 

e. Don’t leave them unsupervised until you are 100% confident they are good and then still keep an 

eye on them.   

f. Never leave children unsupervised with an animal and NEVER alone with multiple animals. 

 

28. What do I do if my foster and my dog are fighting? 

a. FIRST – Be cautious trying to break up a dog fight.  This is one of the most likely ways to get 

bitten.  Our first instinct is to jump in and break it up, but not only can you put a body part in the 

wrong place at the wrong time, even a normally loving dog can get scared and confused and 

intentionally bite or turn on you.   

b. Get children out of the room if any are present. 

c. If possible, remove other animals from the area to prevent them joining in. 

d. Have a plan, keep leashes nearby in different rooms, have a bull horn, watch some videos online 

(https://www.wikihow.pet/Break-Up-a-Dog-Fight).  Even with a plan it is hard to remember all 

those plans in a real fight.  Start with yelling, sometimes if they are not committed to it, this will 

be enough.  If you have something you can throw between them a chair, small table (often a 

broom coming from underneath their heads and moving up can startle them and break their grip.   

e. Remember, those extra seconds to get water, or a chair or a leash are better than you getting bit. 

 

29. The fights over, now what? 

a. Make sure both animals are secured. 

b. Are any people injured?  See Q30 about animal bites. 

c. Evaluate any injuries, if the animal will allow it.  Remember they are hurt and scared and may 

not react how they normally would. 

d. If only minor injuries (minor puncture wounds, small shallow cuts away from vital regions) call 

one of us.  We can give you some recommendations on home care and can schedule a non-

emergency appt to get them checked out if needed. 

e. If someone needs to go to the vet contact us ASAP.   We will work to get the pet into a vet we 

have a relationship with that provides discounts etc. for rescue.  We will cover the fees for a 

foster if at a vet we approve prior to check-in and will contribute where we can to any personal 

pet care.  

 

https://www.wikihow.pet/Break-Up-a-Dog-Fight
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NOTE:  There are limits to what can be spent on any given animal, if a foster’s injuries are too severe, 

or there are other major medical issues, we may have to humanely let them go.  This is never what we 

want to do but it is a reality of rescue.  First and foremost, we don’t want them to suffer but we have a 

very limited budget and cannot sacrifice all of the other animals’ well-being for the life of one.  This is a 

last resort and we have pulled some pretty remarkable rabbits out of hats, but everyone needs to know it 

is a possibility. 

 

30. What do I do if my foster bites someone?!? 

a. Make sure the dog is secure and everyone is out of danger. 

b. Access the bite, is medical care required?  Almost all animal bites require antibiotics, or they can 

lead to infection. 

c. Once everyone is safe and settled contact us. 

d. All animal bites that break the skin must be reported to the authorities.  We will help guide you 

through this.  Depending on the cause of the bite, we will also help determine the next steps.  An 

unprovoked aggressive bite or multiple bites will be handled differently than a pup that caught 

your finger instead of the ball you were playfully about to throw for it. 

e. As the person responsible for the pet, you will carry the financial responsibility.  This will often 

be covered by your homeowners and/or health insurance.  Again, we will help where we can, but 

resources are limited.  Please consider this when introducing your foster to other people.  A loud 

party at your house is not the appropriate venue to let everyone meet your foster.   

f. Our insurance covers the pet when attending events. 

 

Attending adoption events  

 

31.  How will I know locations and dates for events? 

a. Events will be posted on meet-up. 

b. Please monitor your emails for meet-up announcements.  These will include notices on 

upcoming events and will let you know if an event is canceled due to weather conditions etc. 

c. Try to RSVP including how many pets you will bring, if you need kennels, if you will have 

guests etc.  This helps us plan to make sure we have needed supplies for the event (including 

kennels, medications, HW prevention, vaccinations, etc.) 

d. Let us know if you can help set up and/or tear down.  We need help with both, and it is not fair to 

leave the same individuals doing this every time.   

 

32. What happens at adoption events? 

e. This is a great place to find furever homes, especially for those animals that need to count on 

their personalities to get attention/adopted. 

f. If you are a new foster this is the best venue for meet and greets, even prearranged ones.  You 

will have the support of experienced fosters who can assist with evaluating if it is the right fit.  

The goal is not just to get an animal placed but to get them placed with the right family.  SEE 

ITEM Q18 ABOVE 

g. Pets in cars… 

1. Your pet may need to stay in a vehicle while setting up/tearing down.  Be prepared to 

leave the motor running if temperatures are extreme.   
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2. You will be able to park close to where we are located so you have visual contact with 

the foster if this occurs.  We will notify you if the event does not accommodate this.   

3. Things to remember if your pet is in the car. 

a) Crack the windows approx. 1 to 2 inches.  This allows for airflow on nice days 

where you may not have to run the vehicle and allows you to get back in the car if 

you foster locks the doors! 

b) Always check every five minutes 

c) This is where we really need volunteers that don’t have fosters! 

 

33. What will be provided onsite? 

h.  Tents – They are large and easier to assemble and collapse with 3-4 people. 

i. Crates – If you have a crate that is easy to bring this will help for large events, but we will have 

crates onsite (those who RSVP have first dibs) 

j. Paperwork – Bring your pets medical records etc. but we will provide adoption paperwork, 

vouchers, etc. 

k. Blankets, toys, water bowls, water, treats, kitty litter, umbrellas for shade 

 

34. What do I need to bring to events? 

1.  Your foster pet! 

a) Always be cautious when transporting animals. 

b) Have a barrier between pets if transporting multiple animals. 

c) Have a barrier between pet and driver (or tie pet off to something out of reach).   

d) Also make sure the pet cannot reach gear shift or emergency brake.  Going into 

neutral while on the interstate is not fun, still better than a leash wrapping around 

an emergency brake and pulling it! 

2.  Any paperwork from offsite adoptions 

3.  Medical updates/paperwork 

4.  Chair 

5.  Drink 

6.  Snack 

 

35.  What am I responsible for at an event? 

l. You need to stay at the event unless prearranged and approved. 

m. You will need to talk to potential adopters about your pet (we will help) 

n. You should assist with set up or tear down (preferably both, see Q19,c) 

1.It takes about 45 minutes to set up and an hour to tear down with 2-3     people, a lot less 

time if multiple people help. 

2.There are heavy and light weight jobs, we will find a place for you to help. 

o. Potty breaks, puppy pen clean up, cleaning/sanitizing crates (during and after).  We have 

sanitizer and paper towels. 

p. Support the person completing paperwork (usually one person handles but will need pet specific 

information from you) 

 

36. What are the rules for an event?  (See also Event Procedures document for more details) 
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q. Some pets are not appropriate for event environments.  We will let you know if this applies to 

your pet.   

1.This is not to prevent them from being adopted but to not set them up for failure. 

2.If they are fearful (but not snippy), it is a good idea to bring them.  It exposes them to 

new people and experiences.  We will place them off to the side and ease into the 

bigger group (this may take multiple events). 

r. Each pet must have a kennel available and set up.  Those that don’t do well can be on a leash, but 

a kennel has to be available and quickly accessible. 

s. Only 3 pets may be out at any one time. 

t. Two people must be “hands free” at all times to deal with any issues that may arise. 

u. If there is a dog that is agitated easily by other pets, make us aware and avoid those kennels 

when walking other dogs or don’t let the agitated pet get everyone stirred up (walk them away 

from other pets, not weaving in the kennel area!). 

v. Kennel doors should always face away from roadways. 

w. Only approved adult volunteers can take pets out of crates. 

1.Experienced volunteers can show you the best way to remove a pet and make sure the 

leash is secure etc. 

2.Children under the age of 16 can help walk the dogs but an adult need to accompany.  

Children under the age of 10 must have an adult also holding the leash. 

3.You must use the leash loop around your wrist and hold leash below loop.  Slip leads are 

recommended unless your pet has a harness (even better if both!) 

x. If a dog does get loose do not chase, they will run!   

1.Place yourself between dog and roadway.   

2.All dogs should immediately go into crates. 

3.Foster should call the dog. 

4.The two hands free volunteers and foster should attempt to catch.  If everyone reacts it 

can make the dog panic further. 

y. Snippy “littles” will be placed on top of another kennel (out of reach of little fingers, have a sign 

placed and a monitor who will hang out in close proximity. 

z. Puppies should have 2 rounds of vaccines but should still not be placed directly on the ground. 

aa. Do not bring a pet that may be sick. 

 


